Middlesex County’s Program:

The Middlesex County Project Lifesaver Program was launched in the fall of 2005, through the initiative of Freeholders Blanquita Valenti and Christopher Rafano. This pilot program combines the work of the Sheriff’s Department, the Department on Aging and the Department of Human Services.

What is Project Lifesaver?

Project Lifesaver is a national program that uses radio technology to help locate missing persons.  Participants wear a bracelet, equipped with a transmitter, which can aid specially trained Sheriff’s Officers in locating them once reported missing.   The bracelet requires daily monitoring by the caregiver.      

Who is Eligible?

Middlesex County residents (age 5 and over), who are prone to wandering due to illness or disability, (for example: Autism, Alzheimer’s).

A caregiver must live with participant and be able to check the bracelet battery signal daily.
What does the bracelet look like?

The bracelet is approximately the size of a large wristwatch.   
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The bracelet is plastic, lightweight and water resistant. Each bracelet has a unique radio frequency.

Project Lifesaver does not replace the need for constant supervision and monitoring of a person prone to wandering and is not intended to replace an alarm or other safety equipment.  

What does the program cost?

Current County funding allows for thirty participants to receive this service free of charge.  

The County will examine the interest and operation of this pilot phase of Project Lifesaver to determine if the program can be expanded in the future.

How do I apply?

In order to register for the program, interested individuals should call the Middlesex County Department of Human Services at 732-745-4186. 

A brief pre-registration form will be completed over the phone with the caregiver.  Further information on the program, a Liability Release form and Physician Certification form (to be completed by the participant’s doctor) will then be mailed to the caregiver.   
What happens after I complete the application forms?

Upon receipt of the completed materials, a home visit by the Sheriff’s Office and a Care Manager from the Department on Aging, will be scheduled. 
During this visit, a thorough history of the participants wandering behavior, as well as other important information will be gathered. A photograph will be taken of the participant. 
The Sheriff’s Department will share this information with the local police department. 
The Care Manager will assess the need for other supportive services.

The participant will receive the transmitter bracelet and the caregiver will be trained how to conduct daily monitoring of the battery signal.  
How often will I be in contact with the  Project Lifesaver staff?

Following the initial visit, the Sheriff’s           Office will make monthly visits to the participant’s home to change the batteries and update relevant information as necessary.

The Care Manager will be in contact with the caregiver and available as a resource to the participant and caregiver.  Ongoing assistance is available via telephone and in-home visits by the Care Manager.
All information supplied to the County will be treated in a confidential manner and will only be used to assist in the Project Lifesaver Program.
For more information call:

732-745-4186

Middlesex County Department of Human Services

JFK Square, 5th Floor
New Brunswick, NJ 08901
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Middlesex County Board of Chosen Freeholders:

David B. Crabiel, Freeholder Director

Stephen J. Dalina, Deputy Director

Camille Fernicola

H. James Polos

John Pulomena

Christopher D. Rafano

Blanquita B. Valenti
Middlesex County Sheriff

 Joseph C. Spicuzzo
Middlesex County Staff working on Project Lifesaver:

Sandra Mackiewicz, Sheriff’s Officer
Debbie Hehir, Screening & Outreach, Human Services 

Project Lifesaver Care Manager/I& A Senior Service Counselor, Department on Aging
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Middlesex County 
Project Lifesaver Program 
Assistance for Individuals Who Wander and Peace of Mind for Caregivers & Families

Sponsored by the Middlesex County Board of Chosen Freeholders

A cooperative program involving the:

Sheriff’s Department

Department on Aging &

Department of Human Services

For more information call:

732-745-4186

Middlesex County Department of Human Services
JFK Square, 5th Floor
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

